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Nieuwe 
openingstijden BK 
Bibliotheek
Per 1 oktober 2012 gelden er 
nieuwe openingstijden van de 
Bouwkunde bibliotheek. 
Voortaan is de bibliotheek van 
maandag t/m donderdag van 9.00 
uur tot 18.00 uur geopend. Op 
vrijdag is de bieb open van 9.00 
uur tot 17.00 uur. In tentamentijd 
is de bibliotheek langer geopend: 
maandag t/m donderdag van 9.00 
uur tot 20.00 uur en op vrijdag 
van 9.00 uur tot 17.00 uur.  
library.tudelft.nl

BK bibliotheek nu 
ook toegang tot 
Avery Index
Op vrijdag 19 en maandag 22 
oktober organiseert de TU Delft 
en dus ook de faculteit Bouw-
kunde de bachelor Open Dagen. 
Twee dagen lang zal BK City 
worden bevolkt door potentiele 
nieuwe bachelor Bouwkunde 
studenten. Bij Bouwkunde staan 
een informatiemarkt en work-
shops handtekenen, ontwerpen 
en 3D-modelleren op het program-
ma. 
opendagen.tudelft.nl

New Campus Card
All staff members and students 
at TU Delft will receive a new 
campus card in October of this 
year. The new card will be 
updated to incorporate future 
functional modifications and to 
continue to adhere to security 
requirements. Until 12 November, 
you will be able to use your old 
campus card. After the 12th, you 
can only use the new card. You 
will soon receive more informa-
tion about the new card in your 
mailbox. 
bk.medewerkers.tudelft.nl

KORT NIEUWs

Delft — Most students might not know, but 
since three years, the TU Delft hosts an image 
archive (Beeldbank). The archive contains 
more than 2.600 images and 700 videos 
ranging from all the competition entries for the 
Town Hall of Marl, to student life pictures of 
the TH (Technische Hogeschool), to an 
incredible collection of original city-plan 
drawings. Most images come from slides 
recovered from the old burned-down faculty. 

This collage is intended as an example of what 
the database offers, but look for yourself with 
keywords such as 'prentenkabinet' and 'Delft'. 
Beeldbank: repository.tudelft.nl/mmp

Above: Professor Hugo Priemus on expedition to Moroccean 

Settlements (1964), Delft fortress design (copied in 1900 from 

1672), Delft church under construction. 

Middle: Boxing Match, most likely during 'Ontgroening' (1956), 

Examen TH (1855). 

Down: Plan Town Hall of Marl, van der Broek and Bakema (1957)
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Rooster, toetsing en studielast 
Waar de faculteit met name slecht 
op scoort (-0.9 punt lager dan de 
andere faculteiten van de TU 
Delft), zijn de onderdelen ‘roos-
ter’, ‘toetsing’ en ‘studielast’. 
Vooral op het onderdeel studielast 
scoort Bouwkunde laag. Vooral bij 
de ontwerpvakken moeten 
studenten vaak het uiterste van 
zichzelf vragen en worden ze 
bovendien aangemoedigd om 
meer werk te doen dan wat op 
grond van ECTS verwacht zou 
mogen worden. Zowel studenten 
als docenten geven aan dat ze 
deze hoge werklast accepteren; 
het hoort nu eenmaal bij het vak. 
De studenten geven echter wel 
aan dat ze er niet op voorbereid 
waren toen ze aan hun studie 
begonnen. In het nieuwe ba-
chelorcurriculum (vanaf 2013 
-2014) probeert de faculteit de 
studielast in het ontwerponder-
wijs daarom beter af te bakenen 
en te verdelen over de verschil-
lende onderwijsonderdelen. Ook 
wordt aan de nieuwe eerstejaars 
duidelijk gemaakt dat er veel van 
ze wordt verwacht. 

Aansluiting bij praktijk
Zoals misschien te verwachten is 
bij een opleiding waarin de 
praktijk een belangrijke rol speelt, 
scoort Bouwkunde laag op het 
onderdeel ‘wetenschappelijke 
vaardigheden’. Vooral het 
onderdeel ‘methode van onder-
zoek’ scoort hierbij onvoldoende. 

Wat echter opvallend is, is dat de 
faculteit ook op het onderdeel 
‘aansluiting bij de praktijk’ slecht 
scoort, terwijl veel docenten op 
Bouwkunde in de praktijk 
werkzaam zijn. Misschien valt het 
resultaat juist tegen omdát die 
verwachting er is. Studenten 
geven aan dat de docent die in de 
praktijk werkzaam is, de studen-
ten toch niet echt meeneemt in 
wat hij in de praktijk doet. Het 
ontwerponderwijs mist een 
‘dienend karakter’ aan de praktijk, 
zo luidt een veelgehoorde klacht 
van studenten. De faculteit 
probeert de aansluiting met de 
praktijk te verbeteren in de 
nieuwe leerlijn Maatschappij, 
proces & praktijk, waarin de 
student wordt voorbereid op de 
rol en plaats van de bouwkundig 
ingenieur in de praktijk

Informatievoorziening en 
vakevaluaties
De studenten geven aan dat de 
informatievoorziening vaak niet 
voldoet. Er zijn te veel onlogisch 
geordende informatiestromen, 
waardoor de informatie moeilijk 
vindbaar is. Om deze stromen te 
ordenen komen er nu onder 
andere touch screens in de 
centrale hal [zie afbeelding]; via 
een slimme interface is de 
belangrijkste informatie voor 
studenten straks veel makkelijker 
te vinden. De interface leidt de 
gebruiker ook sneller met 
‘suggesties’ naar de facultaire 

DE RESULTATEN VAN DE NATIONALE STUDENTENENQUÊTE (NSE) VOOR DE FACULTEIT BOUWKUN-
DE VALLEN AL JAREN TEGEN. HET FACULTEITSBESTUUR VROEG ZICH AF WAAROM STUDENTEN DE 
FACULTEIT EIGENLIJK ZO’N SLECHTE BEOORDELING GEVEN EN HEEFT STUDENTEN EN DOCEN-
TEN GEÏNTERVIEWD OM DEZE RESULTATEN TE VERKLAREN EN TE ZOEKEN NAAR OPLOSSINGEN.

UITSLAG NSE ONDER DE LOEP

klachtencoördinator; hier kunnen 
studenten met klachten of 
suggesties terecht. Nu blijven 
teveel klachten nog in de wandel-
gangen hangen. . 
De studenten zijn ook niet 
tevreden over de ‘vakevaluaties’. 
Ze geven aan dat er te weinig 
informatie wordt gegeven over de 
evaluaties. Dit verbaast de 
geïnterviewde docenten;  de 
faculteit bouwkunde is juist de 
enige faculteit is die de resultaten 
van de vakevaluaties online 
publiceert. Wellicht heeft het iets 
met de hoeveelheid informatie-
stromen te maken; om de 
vakevaluaties te vinden moeten 
de studenten naar een aparte 
website [kwaliteitszorg.
bk.tudelft.nl].

Dat het faculteitsbestuur extra 
onderzoek heeft gedaan naar het 
oordeel van studenten geeft aan 
dat ze de NSE en het studenten-
oordeel serieus neemt en de 
bestaande situatie wil verbeteren. 
Veel veranderingen zullen direct 
doorgevoerd worden in het 
nieuwe bachelorcurriculum vanaf 
studiejaar 2013-2014. Hopelijk 
zien we dan toch eindelijk een 
stijgende lijn in de resultaten van 
de Nationale Studenten Enquête. 

Lees het hele rapport ‘NSE 
Uitgelicht’ in het bericht ‘Bouw-
kunde neemt uitslag Nationale 
StudentenEnquête onder de loep’ 
op bk.studenten.tudelft.nl.

Links en 
rechts

Terwijl ik dit schrijf wordt er in 
Den Haag ‘geïnformeerd’. Als jullie 
dit lezen kan de politieke situatie al 
weer heel anders zijn, maar voor nu 
ziet het ernaar uit dat optimist 
Rutte en activist Samson samen 
een coalitie gaan vormen. Het zijn 
spannende tijden. Voor ons land, 
maar ook zeker voor onze faculteit. 
Gaat het die twee lukken de weg 
omhoog te vinden? Krijgen ze het 
voor elkaar om de bijna volledig 
tot stilstand gekomen bouwsector 
weer aan de praat te krijgen? Wat 
zijn hun plannen voor het onder-
wijs? Gaan ze de langstudeerboete 
schrappen?

Dat er bezuinigd moet worden 
staat natuurlijk vast. Het zal dus 
zeker geen ‘operatie uitdelen’ 
worden. Naar mijn gevoel zal in het 
onderwijs de langstudeerdersrege-
ling misschien wel verzacht 
worden. Maar dat er een financiële 
incentive op sneller studeren komt; 
dat staat buiten kijf. Linksom of 
rechtsom – zeer toepasselijk in dit 
kader – zullen we er wel een 
blauwe plek aan overhouden. 
Investeringen in het hoger 
onderwijs zullen gezien het krappe 
huishoudboekje van het kabinet 
waarschijnlijk slechts beloftes 
blijven. 

En wat kunnen de heren voor 
de bouwsector betekenen? Het 
verbeteren van het consumenten-
vertrouwen is namelijk écht cruciaal 
om de bouw weer aan de praat te 
krijgen en daarmee ook architecten 
en ruimtelijk adviseurs weer aan 
opdrachten te helpen. En laten we 
hopen dat Samson en Rutte de 
verschillen tussen hun partijen 
kunnen overbruggen en verstan-
dige klare wijn schenken over de 
hypotheekrenteaftrek. De 
onduidelijkheid hierover gijzelt  de 
huizenmarkt al te lang. 

Tot slot hoop ik ook dat Den 
Haag het belang van kennis en 
creativiteit voor economische groei 
niet alleen met de mond belijdt. 
Maar laten we ons daarin vooral 
niet afwachtend opstellen. Laten 
we samen de nationale en 
internationale betekenis en spinoff 
van ons onderwijs en onderzoek 
goed onder de aandacht brengen 
bij publiek en politiek. Laten we 
zorgen dat de politiek niet meer 
om kennis en creativiteit, en dus 
om ons, heen kan!

Misschien lichten de roots van 
beide heren tot slot een tipje van 
de sluier? Samson komt van onze 
TU Delft, Rutte studeerde in 
Leiden. Misschien dan toch maar 
opschieten met de samenwerking 

Leiden, Delft, Erasmus?

Karin Laglas
Decaan Bouwkunde, TU Delft

COLUMN



BY IVAN THUNG

Under this edition’s curator David 
Chipperfield, the Biennale invited 
several universities, and art schools 
around the world to run an educati-
on-based event called ‘Biennale Ses-
sions.’ While some institutions skip-
ped the opportunity, fearing that 
they’d not meet the required target 
of participants; with the enthusiasm 
and involvement of Argus, the DSD 
did manage to commit 40 students to 
the workshop. The title of the DSD 
Biennale Session is ‘Sensibility is 
Ground Zero’; a response to Chip-
perfield’s theme of ‘Common 
Ground’: The workshop will relate to 
Radman and Bouwmeester’s current 
education/research program entitled 
‘Asignifying Assemblage of Affor-
dances’ (AAA). A name that has a 
rather enigmatic ring to it and both 
schooled as unschooled philosop-
hers may have a hard time dissecting 
it; that is, of course, unless they are 
well schooled in contemporary conti-
nental philosophy. 

Branding
B Nieuws therefore asked Deborah 
Hauptmann, head of the soon to be 

former DSD, to explain a bit about 
the AAA in layman’s terms.  Haupt-
mann: “The terms, Asignifying, Af-
fordance, and Assemblage are in fact 
all key-terms in contemporary criti-
que of perception, experience, sen-
sation and representation.” But 
don’t stare blind on the conjunction 
of the terms, says Deborah Haupt-
mann, in a first attempt to shush our 
panic. “Don’t forget, theorists often 
try to find some kind of nice ana-
gram, as architects will look for the 
perfect diagrammatic image of a pro-
ject. It’s branding, too.” 

Representation
Architecture has always struggled 
with the relation between represen-
tation and what is actually produced 
– the relation between the medium 
and the product. Hauptmann: “In 
the seventies and eighties, architec-
ture theorists inspired by semiotics, 
the science of signs, were captivated 
by the question if architecture can 
carry meaning; in other words, can 
architecture ‘signify’ as with linguis-
tics something that can be precisely 
understood and thus communicated 
That discourse struggled for well 
over a decade, and failed.”

Asignifying
The term ‘Asignifying’ thus indi-
cates the departure from symbolic 
meaning, and marks a new approach 
to the experience of architecture. 
Hauptmann: “The last 20 years, the 
question has become what architec-
ture can do rather than what it can 
mean. This is a very contemporary 
set of questions, and very Deleuzian 
as well. Consequentially, we took ex-
perience and the sensorium as the 
ground zero of architecture: how ar-
chitecture acts on our bodies, and 
how we act with architecture.” The 
sensorium also constitutes the ‘Com-
mon Ground’ of architecture, which, 
as mentioned earlier, is the theme of 
this year’s biennale.

Assemblage
The second ‘A’, for Assemblage, is a 
term that designates the relation, 
both structural and dynamic, 
between multiple and various as-
pects, forms and forces of ‘things’. 
“Of course, Hauptmann added,  
‘things’ is a very meaningful term in 
philosophy – but, in architecture we 
naturally understand the complexity 
of factors involved in making archi-
tecture and we can question the re-

lation of these various aspects or 
parts as an assemblage”. 

Affordance
The third ‘A’ designating affordances 
is a concept thought over by among 
others psychologist James Gibson. 
An affordance is anything that al-
lows a possibility for action. Haupt-
mann gives one of the most common 
example: “Certain small creatures 
can run across water, because the 
combination of its speed and mass 
are not sufficient to break the surface 
of the water. But it is not just becau-
se they are too light. It is a combina-
tion of affordances - surface tension 
of the water, temperature, shape of 
the creatures feet that allow the 
event to happen.” 

The workshop will enquire into ex-
hausting the image through ena-
bling constraints/obstructions, 
which derives from the previously 
mentioned affordances.  And as a 
nice bonus, prominent architecture 
critic Anthony Vidler from Cooper 
Union will also join the workshop’s 
final presentations. 

For more info: argus.cc

MAKING SENSE OF     
ASIGNIFICATION

THE COLLOQUIUM AND WORKSHOP FOR THE VENICE BIENNALE PREVIOUSLY SCHEDULED FOR THE END OF SEPTEMBER BY DSD UNDER 
SUPERVISION OF ANDREJ RADMAN, AND MARC BOUWMEESTER HAS BEEN MOVED TO THE MIDDLE OF OCTOBER. A GOOD 
OPPORTUNITY FOR B NIEUWS TO SHED SOME LIGHT ONTO WHAT THE WORKSHOP IS ACTUALLY ABOUT. 

4 PREVIEW

Colloqium Room in Venice
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Station Centraal 2011
It all started with a slight frustration. Frans Bochanen, Roderick Trompert 
and Timo Cardol found it strange that somehow no one at the faculty really 
understood what was happening with all the Dutch railway projects. The 
idea to bring plans and models of all the railway projects together in an ex-
hibition turned out to be an inspiring initiative that excited many railway 
planners and architects. In September 2011, the exhibition Station Centraal, 
together with a symposium featuring railway project designers, was re-
ceived with a surprising success at the faculty. 

Heading East
This year, Station Centraal is heading east. The three initiators teamed up 
with Sine Celik, another recent graduate from TU Delft, to bring the exhibition 
to Turkey. ‘2012 marks the 400th anniversary of diplomatic relations between 
the Netherlands and Turkey,’ Frans Bochanen explains, ‘Also, Turkey is 
starting to expand and modernize its railway network and stations. They are 
planning to build 7,000 km of high-speed tracks and 3,000 km of normal 
tracks in the coming 10 years. We think it will be very meaningful to bring 
the exhibition there to share the Dutch experience and learn from their 
projects.’

The team has already received positive responses from many Dutch organi-
zations, most of whom also participated in the exhibition last year. ‘I think 
we have gained some credit for organizing Station Centraal last year, and 
most of the architecture firms and sponsors are trusting us to successfully 
introduce it in Turkey as well. They have provided us with design models 
and drawing materials ready for transport. We also have several speakers 
confirmed to join the symposium in Ankara,’ says Roderick Trompert.

On the Turkish side though, decisions are still to be made. Bringing in 
Turkish architecture firms is not as easy as the team had hoped. Bochanen 
explains that all the contacts to individual firms have to be made through 
TCDD, the Turkish State Railways, which makes them rather passive 
participants. ‘It is certainly an unusual experience for us, but luckily, we 
have Sine on board who has a Turkish background and we received great 
support from the Delft Infrastructures & Mobility Initiative (DIMI) at TU 
Delft,’ Trompert says, ‘the fact that we are exploring new territory also 
makes it fun and exciting for us.’
 
Merkez Istasyonu
On 17 November, Station Centraal, or Merkez Istasyonu in Turkish, will be 
unveiled in Ankara. The exhibition will be hosted in a renovated building 
called ‘Ankara Gar Gazinosu’ right next to the main station of Ankara and 
the art museum Cermodern. On the opening day, Dutch architecture firms 
such as Mecanoo, UN Studio and Benthem Crouwel, together with Turkish 
architects, the TCDD and the Middle East Technical University will join in a 
symposium. According to Trompert and Bochanen, Merkez Istasyonu will 
also help to create opportunities for future collaboration between the Neth-
erlands and Turkey.

17th–30th November: Exhibition ‘Station Centraal/Merkez Istasyonu’ 
with an opening symposium in Ankara Gar Gazinosu in Turkey

For more info: 
stationcentraal.eu

STATION CENTRAAL
HEADING TO TURKEY
BY WING (YINJUN WENG)

LAST YEAR, THREE STUDENTS FROM THE FACULTY OF ARCHITEC-
TURE INITIATED AN EXCITING EXHIBITION ON DUTCH RAILWAY 
PROJECTS TITLED STATION CENTRAAL. NOW ONE YEAR LATER, 
WHILE THEY ARE STEPPING INTO THE REAL WORLD AFTER THEIR 
GRADUATIONS, THEY ARE ALSO PLANNING TO TAKE STATION 
CENTRAAL TO THE NEXT LEVEL.

Exhibition 'Station Centraal' in 2011

Station Arnhem by UN Studio 

Frans Bochanen 
(1986) gradu-
ated cum laude 
as an architect 
from Explorelab 
in April 2012. 
Currently, he is 
working at the 
housing 
cooperative 
Stadlander and 
as a freelance 
architect.

Frans
Bochanen

Roderick 
Trompert (1986) 
graduated as an 
architect in 
June 2012 from 
Explorelab. He 
is now co-
founder of 
Selectienet.eu 
(together with 
Robert Winkel 
from MEI 
Architects).

Roderick
Trompert

Timo Cardol 
(1986) gradu-
ated as an 
architect in 
February 2012 
from the studio 
Materialisation. 
He is currently 
working at 
Claus en Kaan 
Architecten in 
Rotterdam.

Timo 
Cardol

Sine Celik (1986) 
graduated as an 
architect in 
Computational 
Architecture 
and Fabrication 
Technologies at 
the Faculty of 
Architecture in 
June 2012. She 
is now a 
freelance 
architect.

Sine
Celik
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Arjan van Timmeren (1969) 
graduated in ’94 in Archi-
tecture, Urbanism and 
Building technology with 
five 10s after which he was 
invited to participate in 
Renzo Piano’s Building 
Workshop. Afterwards he 
has worked in Spain and 
founded his own office 
Atelier 2T in Haarlem. 
In 2006 he was conferred 
his PhD Cum Laude with his 
thesis called ‘Autonomy and 
Heteronomy’, which 
inquires into the question of 
scale in sustainability. Since 
then he has worked in the 
chair of ‘Climate Design & 
Sustainability’ and ‘Green 
Building Innovation & 
Product Development’ of 
the department of Architec-
tural Engineering and 
Technology. During this 
time he has led several 
research projects such as 
Concept House Village, 
Culemborg Lanxmeer and 
Den Haag Erasmusveld.
At 1 September he was 
conferred professorship of 
newfound chair ‘Environ-
mental Technology and 
Design’.

MAKING 
       OUR CITIES 
RESILIENT

BY IVAN THUNG

As of 1 September 2012, Arjan van 
Timmeren has been appointed the 
new professor of the chair Environ-
mental Technology and Design 
(ETD). Born from a fusion of the 
chairs of ‘Technical Ecology & Me-
thodology’ and ‘Environmetal De-
sign’, the newfound chair aims to 
undertake the task of making our 
cities more resilient by educating 
urbanists that are technologically 
well equipped. B_Nieuws asked 
Arjan van Timmeren about the di-
rection he wants to take this new-
found chair to. 

Sustainability seems to be a core 
concern for ETD. What formed 
your interest in sustainability?
I have been interested in sustaina-
bility since I was a student in the 
late 80ties and 90ties, when I did a 
lot of competitions in which I incor-
porated it. Although I was already 
quite busy with the issue, the real 
pioneers of sustainability are from 
the seventies, like professor Chris 
van Leeuwen, when I was still 
playing with Lego. Only in the 
eighties was sustainability tentati-
vely incorporated in education, to 
be pushed aside in the nineties 
when the economic euphoria 
seemed to blind us. So when I got 
involved in the faculty in 1995, 
trying to bring issues of sustainabi-
lity forward was often really like 
swimming against the current. 
 
Today however, sustainability is 
quite the buzzword and there is no-
one who does not want to be sus-
tainable in some kind of way. Most 
municipalities, for example, want 

to be energy neutral or even cli-
mate neutral somewhere between 
2020 and 2050. But to become real-
ly climate neutral is an immense 
task. Consequentially officiaries 
come to us desperately because 
they don’t know how to actually 
achieve this goal. So on a political 
level the ambitions are excellent, 
but the execution is troublesome. 
Designers have only recently disco-
vered sustainability to be a poten-
tial design instrument that allows 
the creation of something beauti-
ful, and I really want to emphasize 
this positive aspect of sustainabili-
ty. It should be seen as an opportu-
nity, rather than as a kind of prohi-
bition to do this or that.
 
You should be sceptical however 
towards people who claim that sus-
tainability can be achieved with 
the same amount of money. Achie-
ving it will always cost either more 
effort or more money – or at least a 
different take on monetary value 
by considering a longer deprecati-
on period.  

What will be the focus of the 
chairs’ research?
Concerning research the chair will 
mostly focus on the idea of the Me-
tropolitan Metabolism. For the or-
ganism, metabolism, together with 
homeostasis, is the essential pre-
condition of life. By analogy to the-
se natural systems, we can reima-
gine technical urban systems. For 
example: in the city we have to 
work on the one hand with ecology, 
which comprises flora, fauna, bio-
diversity etcetera and on the other 

side technology, which comprises 
electricity, sewage etcetera. At the 
moment, the arrangement of these 
two is based on the idea that cities 
consume water and energy, and 
produce waste. But arranged in 
another way, they could also have a 
'create value': they could create nu-
trients to be reused, and they could 
bind CO2 so as to reduce emission. 
 
Another very important focus is re-
silience. How can we make cities 
and people resilient to change, for 
example climate change?  At the 
moment, our cities aren’t climate 
proof. Within our Dutch delta, for 
example, the problem comes from 
three sides. Climate change brings 
rising sea levels, peak-discharge 
from the rivers, and an increasing 
amount of possible sudden peak-
rains to worry about. If these three 
come together, we’re in trouble. 
Due to climate change the frequen-
cy of these events will increase sig-
nificantly. So to make cities and its 
inhabitants more resilient is one of 
our most important challenges.

What is specifically urbanism re-
garding these issues of sustaina-
bility?  
Urbanism positions itself between 
the large scale levels and the small 
levels, but also at the crossroad of 
research and design. All these criti-
cal issues play at the scale of com-
munities and of the city. However, 
in practice most sustainable pro-
jects are realised at the scale of 
buildings. Individuals and compa-
nies who are pioneers, and want to 
spend time at it are doing these 

Arjan van Timmeren

OUR CITIES ARE NOT RESILIENT. FUTURE SCARCITY OF RECOURSES AND CLIMATE CHANGE MIGHT 
THREATEN THE SUBSISTENCE OF OUR CITIES IF NO ACTION IS UNDERTAKEN. BUT JUST CHANGING 
THE SYSTEMS IS NOT ENOUGH, SAYS VAN TIMMEREN. “FINALLY, PEOPLE’S RESILIENCE TO ANY FORM 
OF CHANGE WILL HAVE TO INCREASE … IT IS THE INVOLVEMENT OF PEOPLE THAT WILL MAKE THE 
DIFFERENCE”.
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projects — and in fact doing well. 
It’s easy too, because if some-
thing goes wrong, it’s manage-
able. But for a significant effect 
on the environment, interventi-
ons on this scale are neglectable. 
So you need to address the issue 
at a larger scale, and on this scale 
complexity becomes an issue. 

Is this were complexity theo-
ries, which takes an important 
part in your position paper, 
kicks in? 
Complexity theories are what re-
conciles all these different speci-
alisations that I have mentioned 
before — ecology, technology and 
the social. Looked upon separa-
tely, all specialisations are critical 
and necessary. But there is also 
an interrelation between them. 
For example, excessive rain, and 
flooding, threatens especially un-
protected middle voltages in 
electricity infrastructure. Whole 
residential areas might lose po-
wer, and at some stage sewage 
may also break down, after which 
health becomes an issue. In com-
plexity theories the interdepen-
dency of these events is called 
the cascading effect. 

What does that imply for futu-
re security measures?
We are now depending mostly on 
first-level security approach: in 
case of the delta, the dikes-sys-
tem protecting our polders. But 

price of metals (rear earth oxides) 
is going to be a problem. These are 
used in many essential systems 
within products necessary for the 
improvement of our living environ-
ment. Industries are complaining a 
lot about the lack of iron ore, and 
China and other countries are ta-
king geopolitical strategic positi-
ons. Designing cities that allow for 
urban mining could relieve our de-
pendency on raw materials. 

Within what timespan do our ci-
ties and we need to get more re-
silient? 
I would say today, but most people 
say: we can resume our current 
ways for one generation. However, 
the longer we wait, the more limi-
ted our possibilities for a gradual 
transition will become. For 
example, procrastination might 
force us to the point that few alter-
natives remain available, after 
which nuclear energy remains the 
only viable possibility. 

What do you consider the most 
important task for education at 
ETD?
To reassure the position of the ur-
banist in the hard world of techno-
logy. At the moment specialists 
that rule out certain possibilities 
are often overruling urban desig-
ners. But also a lot of false claims 
about sustainability are being 
made, and organisations actually 
act on these. Future urbanists don’t 

this solution alone doesn’t hold be-
cause we cannot rely on just kee-
ping raising our dikes. We need a 
different kind of security approach, 
a multi-layered one, that adds lay-
ers of adaptation which may in the 
end prevent the necessity of evacu-
ation.  
 
Mind you, we still have time to 
change the built environment, its 
infrastructures and security sys-
tems. And up to a certain point, one 
can make existing systems more 
robust. But in the end it comes 
down to the resilience of people. 
We are very non-resilient in the Ne-
therlands. We are pampered, and 
used to that everything is orga-
nised on a large scale. Self-organi-
sation, however, can provide more 
effective systems. An important 
part of our research therefore deals 
with how communities could be ar-
ranged through self-organisation, 
and how this influences urban mor-
phology. 

Can you give an example of a 
long-term prospect that requires 
a new kind of resilience? 
At the moment, everyone seems to 
be focused on energy, which makes 
sense. But prospects that are not 
often observed in current discourse 
are water related issues and the ri-
sing price of raw materials, which 
influence almost every aspect in 
the built environment. At the mo-
ment we can already see that the 

have to work out sewage pipes di-
mensions, like civil engineers, but 
they do have to know that there are 
alternatives to a certain system, 
with both positive and negative si-
des and that that could lead to ano-
ther urban typology and beautiful 
living environments. 

For example, at the moment we are 
investigating how Schiphol could 
be made climate neutral for all of its 
activities but aviation. We develo-
ped a system based on including  
parkedelectric vehicles that, as a 
series-connected battery at the 
same time functions as storage for 
sustainably generated energy in 
Schiphol. Electrical Engineering 
makes the model, we are resear-
ching the whole system and urban 
development and -morphology, and 
Industrial Design is doing the inter-
faces. By making urbanists techno-
logically better equipped, they can 
provide a useful contribution to 
these kinds of complex integrated 
projects, which by the way are re-
ally fun to do as well. Now this fa-
culty is already doing quite well 
concerning sustainability but para-
mount is that students will be able 
to fight for it in practice. 

Erasmusveld Den Haag, Hangende Tuinen
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BY MANON SCHOTMAN

The field of Geomatics is concerned with the analysis, 
acquisition, management, and visualisation of geographic 
data with the aim of gaining knowledge and better 
understanding of the built and natural environments. The 
Geomatics master is not an architecture programme, but it 
is an independent MSc programme, offered by the OTB 
Research Institute for the Built Environment and hosted by 
the faculty of Architecture. 

Simeon Nedkov’s research is about the visualization of 
3-dimensional geographic data in a ‘TomTom’ navigation 
system. He uses photorealistic 3D city models to assist 
drivers in navigating the urban environment. The basic 
idea is to help drivers orient themselves more easily by 
visualizing high-detail 3D urban scenes on the device, 
much like in a computer game, which they can match to 
the view outside their window. A 3D representation of the 
city supplies drivers with more navigational cues than 
traditional 2D maps such as height of buildings and 
high-resolution images of their facades, which makes 
navigating the city easier. This visualization on a small 
device only poses one specific problem: all the data of the 
3D model take in more space (8 gigabyte) than the TomTom 
is able to handle. Therefore, the data needs to be reduced. 

Simeon’s way of reducing data is by having the system 
display just as much information as is actually needed, 
based on the specific itinerary the TomTom has planned at 
a particular moment. This way the TomTom will not load all 
the data, but only the data that is close to the driver's route, 
which suffices for navigation purposes. At for example 
crossroads, however, more data will be needed to give 
enough information to be able to navigate easily. Simeon 
has put all of these different types of streets and junctions 
with different information needs in the system, so the 
system will know how much data to generate at a specific 
point.  

Furthermore, Simeon has found another way of reducing 
data, depending on the type of building. He has done so by 
assigning different scales of abstraction to the visualization 
of these buildings. Iconic objects, churches and the statue 
of liberty are buildings that we are inclined to use for 
navigation. Therefore, it is convenient to see these buil-
dings in the highest level of detail. Buildings that will not 
be used for navigatory purposes, like average building 
blocks along the highway, can be visualized in a more 
abstract way: by visualizing them in simple rectangular 
one-coloured building blocks. 

Simeon has graduated in August 2012 and received an 8 for 
his graduation project. He wants to continue working in 
the field of Geomatics and is currently applying for a job in 
this field. He would like to work on a 3D map, which could 
help users find the geographical information of empty office 
buildings.

TOMTOM 
COMPUTER GAME 

THIS MONTH’S STUDENT PROJECT IS ABOUT A 
SUBJECT THAT IS UNFAMILIAR TO MOST PEOPLE IN  
THIS FACULTY: GEOMATICS. FOR HIS GRADUATION 
PROJECT, SIMEON NEDKOV DID RESEARCH ON THE 
VISUALISATION OF 3D CITY MODELS FOR CAR 
NAVIGATION DEVICES (‘TOMTOMS’).
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TUTOR

A fresh 
view
For his MSc thesis project, 

Simeon worked on a real 

problem: how to display 3D 

buildings in a TomTom device.

While we knew that TomTom 
was working on this important 
topic, our contact at TomTom 
didn't want to tell us what they 
had done so far. They wanted 
Simeon to bring a fresh view on 
the topic.

Displaying efficiently 
thousands of 3D buildings is 
usually the task of a computer 
scientist. In this case, we must 
assume that the engineers at 
TomTom couldn't get satisfac-
tory results, and therefore they 
asked someone with an 
interdisciplinary background 
– in this case Geomatics - to 
find alternative solutions.

The task of Simeon was 
therefore rather difficult, as 
several alternatives had to be 
tested and compared. His 
project started with a really 
complex problem. After doing a 
literature review in the fields of 
computer graphics, cartography 
and navigation, Simeon chose 
an interesting approach. Only 
the buildings close to the 
planned route are displayed. 
Based on cognitive science 
(which determines which 
buildings would help drivers to 
orient themselves most) and 
external knowledge (from 
instance from Wikipedia) the 
shape and colors of the 
buildings are displayed 
differently. For instance, the 
unimportant buildings are 
displayed only as grey blocks 
while important buildings are 
displayed in the highest level of 
detail. His work was not only 
theoretical, he built a prototype 
to compare the performances 
of different approaches as well.

Simeon's strong conceptual 
capabilities helped him to 
design a practical solution that 
could be used instantly by the 
TomTom engineers. But his 
solution could also be extended 
to different platforms (on a 
smartphone for instance) or be 
applied in different contexts.

Simeon’s thesis is well-writ-
ten, structured and gives a 
good overview of implementa-
tion details. His thesis is also 
interesting and readable for 
people outside the field of 
Geomatics.

Hugo Ledoux
assistant-prof GIS (Geographic 

Information System)
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SWARM

BY WING (YINJUN WENG)

You are a landscape architect, but your research in the past few 
years have been focusing on climate change and adaptation. Where 
does this particular interest come from?

As a landscape architect, I have always been interested in sustainability, 
both in terms of landscape and cities. Since around 2005, I grew profound 
interest in climate change and its impact, which led to my PhD research 
on climate adaptation at TU Delft and Wageningen UR. Instead of resist-
ing change, I think it is much more interesting to anticipate and make 
use of climate changes in making countries and regions. My main con-
cern is therefore to integrate climate adaptation in spatial planning, 
which is only a minor issue in the majority of current planning practices.

My earlier work experience in governments also made me aware of the 
need to apply the research. It is an interesting challenge to come up with 
an innovation that is applicable to different organizations and institu-
tions. So that’s another goal in this project.

To integrate climate adaptation in spatial planning, you come up 
with a framework called ‘swarm planning’. What is it exactly?

When we look at normal spatial planning, urban design and architecture 
today, we tend to see a rather fixed form of design. Once a building is 
built, it looks and functions in a certain way, which is extremely difficult 
to change in the future. Everyone thinks that they know what will hap-
pen and that they can fix the future. But it is simply not the case. You 
cannot predict everything precisely. Situations may already change when 
you are still planning or working on it, so what we need is a planning 
system that can deal with the uncertainty. For that, I call it ‘swarm plan-
ning’, linked to the natural behavior of swarms. A swarm of bees for in-
stance is capable of immediately changing and adapting its form to outer 
influences, despite the fact that it doesn’t exactly know what kind of in-
fluence it is to come in the future. A school of fish, a flock of birds, they do 
the same thing. 

Likewise, the framework of swarm planning helps you draw a plan for a 
landscape or city that can adapt to future changes, even though we don’t 

YOU MIGHT BE FAMILIAR WITH OOSTERHUIS’ SWARM ARCHI-
TECTURE, BUT ARE YOU READY FOR SWARM PLANNING? 
THIS NEW CONCEPT, DEVELOPED BY PHD RESEARCHER ROB 
ROGGEMA FROM THE CLIMATE DESIGN AND SUSTAINABLITY 
RESEARCH GROUP, IS NOW PUSHING THE BOUNDARIES OF 
THE ADAPTIVE APPROACH. 

IT CERTAINLY HAS CAUGHT THE ATTENTION OF THE NWO. 
JUST RECENTLY, ROB ROGGEMA WAS AWARDED WITH THE 
RUBICON GRANT TO CARRY ON HIS RESEARCH IN AUSTRALIA. 
B NIEUWS SAT DOWN WITH ROGGEMA TO BRING YOU A 
FULL STORY ON HIS PHD-RESEARCH AND THE GRANT-
WINNING PROPOSAL.

PLANNING

Dunes, pillars, occupation, phase I

Dunes, pillars, occupation, phase II

Dunes, pillars, occupation, phase III
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know what the changes will be. “To plan the unpredictable”, that’s the 
challenge we all have as planners.

Is there a case study where you already applied this approach?

Certainly. One example is what we call ‘floodable landscape’ - a design 
for Groningen in the northern part of the Netherlands. The area is con-
fronted with a flooding threat by the continuously rising sea level. 
There hasn’t been any concrete plans for this, because we don’t know 
exactly how fast the sea level rises and how much more research we 
need, before we can carry out a plan with certainty. So for the mean-
time, we are raising the dikes, hoping that they are strong enough for 
any future climate change. This doesn’t exclude the possibility of a ma-
jor breakdown of the dikes under a large-scale storm and sudden sea 
level rise.

In this case, swarm planning offers us an alternative. Our proposal is to 
start letting the water come in from the early stage by making a hole in 
the dike. In that way, you will know exactly at what water levels, which 
parts of the landscape will be occupied by water, and where future 
houses and roads can be designed. It then becomes possible to adapt 
residents, buildings, and organizations at an early stage. The hole in 
the dike will create a wet landscape. More importantly, by already al-
lowing the water to enter the hinterland, it will prevent the area from 
damaging impacts of a large disaster, which would eventually happen 
by surprise in the case of raising the dikes. 

In this proposal, the ability to deal with the uncertainty 
is a key factor. In fact, it doesn’t matter how fast the sea 
level would rise. The landscape is prepared for an 
abrupt increase of water, but the design strategies also 
create a habitable landscape without abundant water.

This seems to be a very specific strategy that 
comes out of the swarm planning framework. Will 
this framework be able to offer solutions to any 
kind of situation?

Yes, you can apply the swarm planning principles in any case or situa-
tion. When I worked in Australia a couple of years ago, we made a de-
sign for an area threatened by bushfires, using the same principles as 
in the design of the ‘floodable landscape’. In this case, instead of re-
building houses that were burned by the fire, the proposed interven-
tion is to replace the old buildings with pillars that form a shield, which 
protects the existing town. The burned houses are rebuilt on the other 
side of the town in a safer area, so the entire town is practically moving 
away from the bushfires. This may not be what people are used to do. 
After a flood in Brisbane two years ago, local people began to rebuild 
their houses on exactly the same spot and in the same way. If they had 
used these adaptive principles, they would have rebuilt their houses 
somewhere else and reorganized the landscape in areas under threat of 
flooding.

These are completely different designs for entirely different landscapes 
and problems, but the underlying principle of swarm planning remains 
the same.

Is there a relationship between your principle and Kas Oosterhuis’ 
swarm architecture?

Yes. My research relates quite a lot to Oosterhuis’ theory, since he is one 
of the very few people using swarm principles and creating dynamic de-
signs. The approach of labeling the building elements in his designs is 
something I didn’t get to do in my PhD research. So one of my starting 
points now is to label landscape elements, and give them dynamic attri-

butes to adapt to the environment in a digital model. 
I hope to discuss the project with Oosterhuis in the 
period around my PhD defense. Perhaps there will 
be an opportunity to collaborate.

You were recently awarded with the Rubicon 
grant from NWO. Was it a particularly competi-
tive process? What will you do with the grant?
 
I was certainly very pleased to receive the message 

that I got the grant, but honestly, I did not realize how competitive it was. 
Even though my PhD work is coming to an end, I feel strongly that there 
are themes in the research that still need further explorations. The swarm 
planning framework is more like a hypothesis at the moment, and I can-
not fully prove that it will work the way I think it does. So the proposal for 
the Rubicon grant is to take this next step - to simulate a model of land-
scape in its current situation, insert swarm planning interventions, and 
see how the landscape would react in the model. By creating a set of 
criteria against which you measure the resilience and the adaptive ca-
pacity of the landscape, you can then prove that the landscape can in fact 
adapt to climate changes. I will do this at Swinburne University of Tech-
nology in Melbourne, Australia for the coming two years, and hope to 
bring swarm planning into practice.

For more info:
Newman et al 2011
Public Defense: 'Swarm Planning. The Development of a Planning 
Methodology to Deal With Climate Adaptation'
3:00pm  |  2nd October  |  Aula TU Delft

‘TO PLAN THE 
UNPREDICTABLE, 

THAT’S THE 
CHALLENGE WE 

ALL HAVE AS 
PLANNERS.’

Biography

Ir. R.E. (Rob) Roggema (1964) is a landscape architect (Wageningen, 1990), PhD (Delft and Wageningen, 2012) and 
a design expert on the issues of adaptation to climate change, sustainable energy supply and sustainable devel-
opment. He developed and used this expertise while holding positions at several universities (Delft University of 
Technology, Faculty of Architecture; Wageningen University and Research Centre; RMIT University, Swinburne 
University), governmental organisations (state and municipal), and planning and design consultancies.

Between 2003-2010, he worked for the province of Groningen on strategic questions and complex projects in the 
field of sustainability and spatial planning and design. In 2010, he was appointed as the inaugural honorary visiting 
fellow at the Victorian Centre for Climate Change Adaptation Research (VCCCAR) in Melbourne. In 2012, he 
received a Rubicon grant from the Netherlands, which allows him to extend his experience in Australia and 
continue his work on the Swarm Planning research.

Floodable Landscape
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LAST YEAR WAS THE FIRST TIME IN THE FACULTY’S HISTORY THAT WOMEN OUTNUMBERED MEN. THIS TREND IS 
REFLECTED WITHIN THE ORGANISATIONAL BRANCH OF THE FACULTY, WHICH HAS SEEN A GROWING NUMBER OF WOMEN 
IN TOP POSITIONS. B NIEUWS SPOKE TO TWO OF THESE WOMEN, KRISTEL AALBERS AND ESTHER BREJAART, WHO HAVE 
MORE IN COMMON THAN THEIR GENDER: THEY ARE CHAIR WOMEN OF ORGANISATIONS WHICH AIM TO REPRESENT THE 
NEEDS AND WISHES OF THEIR PEERS.

Kristel Aalbers is a lecturer and researcher at 
Environmental Technology & Design 
(Urbanism). Most recently she has taken over 
the chair position of the Faculty Personnel 
Committee / Onderdeel Commissie (OdC).

For more information:

bk.medewerkers.tudelft.nl

Aalbers 

WOMEN IN CHARGE

BN: What drew you to the FSR?
EB: Committees and councils have 
always appealed to me and I have 
always been fascinated with 
education. During my first year I 
was part of the Stylos committee 
that organized the trip to China. I’m 
also very opinionated and I like to 
help improve things. FSR will give 
me the opportunity to further 
pursue my interests and to 
contribute to the Faculty.

BN: A well known concern is the 
fact that a lot of students are 
unaware of the existence of the 
FSR. Do you know how to 
combat that lack of knowledge?
EB: Most of the Bachelors students 
are aware of us, it’s mostly the 
Masters students who do not know 
that we’re here to help. So we 

BN: Why did you want to be 
involved with the OdC?
KA: A lot is going on within the 
Faculty at the moment that is 
affecting everyone. It is good that 
there is a change in dynamics, but 
we should have a vision or 
opinion based on those changes. 
We need to be critical, but most 
importantly to be critical in a 
positive manner. In other words, 
we want to focus on how to 
improve things, not on how to 
stop growth. I want to be there to 
promote the positive approach.

BN: In your previous interview 
with BNieuws, one of your 
concerns was the limited amount 
of communication between the 
OdC and the Faculty, especially 

concerning the new Bachelor 
curriculum. Has anything 
changed since then?
KA: It has changed a bit. If you’re 
not involved with the new Bachelor 
curriculum, your knowledge of it is 
very limited. In the beginning it was 
a small group that was focussing on 
it and the only news we received 
was that they kept extending their 
deadline. But since Remon Rooij 
became our new Bachelor 
coordinator, communication has 
become a bigger interest. More 
people are aware and more people 
have become involved to express 
their opinions.

BN: So the OdC has become 
more actively involved with the 
curriculum?

KA: We haven’t been explicitly 
asked by any organization 
involved, but actually, that is 
supposed to be our own 
responsibility. We’re not looking 
into what the Bachelor curriculum 
should be, the education itself is 
not our concern, but we are 
concerned with how it will affect 
the workload of the teachers. 

BN: What is the state of the 
reorganisation at the moment 
and how has it affected the 
employees?
KA: All of the reorganisation plans 
have passed. Now comes the 
difficult part, when it becomes 
personal. People have received 
letters in which their work has 
been narrowly defined compared to 
their contract and if there are more 
employees than is considered 
necessary, they might have to be 
situated somewhere else or lose 
their jobs. What makes this difficult 
for the OdC is that we are there for 
the personnel and the wellbeing of 
the faculty as a organisation. We 
are not there to help the individual. 
What we can do is acknowledge 
the existence of a trend which 

affects a lot of people, gather these 
individuals and bring them to the 
right institution that can help them.

BN: You also mentioned that 
you would like to improve 
contact with all the employees 
within the faculty. Have you 
made any steps toward 
achieving this?
KA: We want to be more visible. 
One step was through the net 
presenters throughout the faculty, 
which showcase every member of 
the board and their position 
within it. We want people to 
know who we are and where they 
can find us and how we can help 
them. But we also need to actively 
engage with the employees to 
find out their concerns and 
thoughts so that we can bring it 
to attention. The OdC should be a 
reflection of all personnel within 
the faculty, like student 
assistants, PhD students, 
teachers, research and supporting 
staff. Because they know which 
problems exist and the OdC 
needs to be aware of them to be 
able to resolve them. 
needs to change. 

really want to start engaging 
them, mainly through the student 
associations within the different 
Master tracks. Of course we want 
to focus even more on promo, 
through introductions and 
announcements during lectures 
and organising events in order to 
educate students about who we 
are and what we can do for them.

BN: What will be the big tasks for 
the FSR this year?
EB: One of our main concerns is the 
new Bachelor curriculum. Among 
students it is still very unclear what 
exactly will change, so we would 
like to help clarify things and 
communicate this to the students. 
We’re considering organising “info 
markets” and debates as a means of 
informing the students. Now we’re 

very busy trying to increase our 
visibility. First step was 
distributing the flyers. People have 
started liking our facebook page 
and they’re even recognizing us, 
approaching us, sharing with us 
their concerns.

BN: Do you have any personal 
goals you would like to 

achieve within the FSR?
EB: I would really like to help 
increase the visibility of FSR and 
hopefully convince students to 
join up next year. It’s a fun and 
very educational experience 
which provides an opportunity 
toward achieving goals that 
won’t just help you, but your 
fellow students.

Esther Brejaart is a second year BSc student 
and is chairwoman of the Student Council of 
the Faculty of Architecture (FSR).

The council represents the entire student body 
and has an active dialogue with the Dean in 
order to safeguard the students right to 
education and an optimal work environment.

facebook.com/fsrbouwkunde

Brejaart

BY DAPHNE BAKKER



IN OUR FIRST INSTALLMENT OF ALUMNI, TWO INTERNATIONAL ARCHITECTURE GRADUATES REFLECT BACK ON THEIR TIME 
IN DELFT AND SHED SOME LIGHT ON POST--OFFICE, A PLATFORM FOUNDED BY TU DELFT GRADUATES WHICH IS OPEN TO 
ENGAGING YOUNG DESIGNERS AND AMBITIOUS STUDENTS.

BY DAPHNE BAKKER

After a somewhat traumatizing 
Bachelors in their respective 
countries, both Larsson and 
Pizzagalli were drawn to TU 
Delft’s stellar international 
reputation and enrolled in the 
Architecture master track. But did 
it live up to their expectations? 
“Yes and no” explains Larsson. 
“In Delft I really learned how to 
talk about architecture. Delft 
exposes you to lot’s of different 
ideas, which for me is very 
important in terms of connecting 
it to whatever else it touches, like 
social or economic issues. But the 
actual designs that I saw in most 
of the studios could have been 
stronger. In other universities, 
with smaller faculties,  there is a 
higher motivation level, more 
drive to do new things. This 
seemed to be lacking in Delft.”  
When asked if this lack of 
ambition was a Dutch trait, 
Larsson added that it was very 
possible and that it was a shame 
since “when you’re a student its 
one of the only times you have to 
work on a project that is 
completely your own.” In 
Pizzagalli’s case it made him 
appreciate what he learned 
during his Bachelors in Milan, 
which was much more steeped in 
history and theory and taught by 
experienced architects. “In 
relation to my previous education, 
Delft was overall a good 
experience. But some of the 
teachers were very young and 
lacking experience, which 
resulted in a somewhat superficial 
education at times.”

Border Conditions
Fortunately for Pizzagalli and 
Larsson, this superficiality was 
not found in Border Conditions, 
the studio from which they 
graduated in late 2007 and 2010 
respectively.  “I really learned a 

lot in Border Conditions.” says 
Larsson. “The teachers are very 
engaged. Within the scope and 
purpose that they create, they 
encourage you to take it as far as 
possible. You’re given the 
possibility to develop your own 
language and methodology. You 
create your own way of looking at 
architecture. And I think having a 
personally defined language is 
very important for us after we 
graduated. I found that it made 
me very critical about what I see 
around me.” Pizzagalli adds “You 
are left alone with a lot of input 
and then you have to deal with 
what you have and your ideas 
and develop it through in a 
consistent way, which is a very 
valuable experience.”

Life after Delft
After graduating, both decided to 
stay in the Netherlands and while 
Pizzagalli has since worked 
consistently in small firms, 
Larsson graduated two years into 
the crisis that has crippled the 
architectural community, but has 
been working continuously with 
small firms as freelancer on short 
term assignments, mainly 
competitions. Now Larsson and 
Pizzagalli are collaborating on a 
platform, founded by Pizzagalli 
along with Afer Pastor and Albert 
Richters, dubbed Post--Office.

Platform
Post--Office is a commercial and 
cultural platform. The name itself 
reveals their intention to break 
free from the hierarchial 
organization found in traditional 
architectural firms, in order to 
initiate collaboration between 
young designers. The commercial 
aspect, which will be there to 
support their cultural ambitions, 
will be given shape through 
providing space for designers to 

sell their products.  The cultural 
aspect itself is “based on the 
model as theoretical and practical 
tool” explains Pizzagalli. “We aim 
to explore new possibilities for 
design as direct action in the 
contemporary urban 
environment.”  

Collaborations
Within their first project for “De 
Boogjes” in Rotterdam, both of 
these aspect were utilized 
through the use of maquettes 
along with collaborations with 
most notably Panos Sakkas from 
Atelier Zeitgeist and Milena 
Trajkovik-Marinovik  from Atelier 
Zoet, who through ingenuity have 
created niches for themselves in 
today’s volatile job market. The 
former through designing 
furniture and installations based 
on existing materials and the 
latter through baked maquettes 
for such firms as MVRDV.  Based 
on their creativity, Larsson states 
that “there is no crisis. There is a 
huge amount of opportunity to 
work in spatial issues and 
architecture, but through non-
traditional means.”

Next phase
“De Boogjes” has now entered its 
next phase. Starting this October, 
Post--Office will aim to gradually 
revitalize a 200m2 space over a 
six-month period. In the end they 
will have realized a bare, but 
usable space. Larsson describes 
the pop-up project as an 
experiment with collaborators. 
“Everyone can contribute, 
whether through a lecture on 
cinema, or a flyer from a graphic 
designer. We want to document 
how all of these elements come 
together into the slow 
development of the space into 
something more than it was.” 
Now they are working up a 

schedule and looking for people 
who wish to collaborate, anyone 
from designers to architecture 
students. They hope to soon 
provide workspace for anyone 
who wishes to utilize it, not only 
will they provide a wifi connection 
and storage space, but the 
opportunity to exchange ideas.

Lessons learned
Post--Office might very well have 
been born out of a need for this 
exchange of ideas that was 
awakened in Delft. “With my 
colleagues I’ve realized that we 
really want to do things and Delft 
gave us the thirst to think that we 
could perhaps achieve them” says 
Larsson. “In Delft you’re exposed 
to conferences, seminars, whether 
you’re a participant or one of the 
organizers. After I graduated it 
was partly frustrating and also 
enlightening to try to be as active 
and plugged in as when I was 
studying.” Post--Office will 
provide not just Pizzagalli and 
Larsson with the opportunity to 
learn and grow, but anyone 
willing to collaborate.

Post--Office will be 
inaugurating their space 
during the month of October 
with a demolition party and 
other activities. For more 
details follow them on 
Facebook: facebook.com/
postofficerotterdam

October 2012
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NEW PAGE!
Are you wondering how life will 
be after graduation? Stay tuned 
for our new 'Alumni' Page.

B Nieuws will regularly check in 
with Alumni to find out how their 
time in Delft helped shape their 
careers.

Post--Office's first event in Rotterdam.



@Een
wonder

De auto is mijn denktank, 
omdat chaufferen een bezigheid 
is die ruimte maakt voor 
ongebreideld denken. 
Thuisgekomen na een reis naar 
mijn moeder in Den Helder weet 
ik niet meer hoe ik deze heb 
volbracht. Geen afslagen gemist, 
snelheid bewaakt, 
verkeerslichten serieus 
genomen; alles als een 
automaat. Ondertussen, 
onderweg heb ik eindeloos veel 
gedachten gehad. Ik heb 
ontwerpen gemaakt, ideeën 
gekregen voor projecten van 
'mijn' studenten, nieuwe politiek 
bedacht, betere economie en 
een idealere wereld. De grootste 
problemen heb ik dan eventjes 
opgelost. Tijdelijk ben ik 
visionair. Nee, ik heb deze 
spinsels natuurlijk nooit 
genoteerd - om de stroom van 
gedachten niet te blokkeren - en 
daarom ook niet onthouden of 
tot uitvoering kunnen brengen.

Als ik in de auto niet iets 
oplos, dan bedenk ik vragen. Ik 
wil graag geloven dat mijn 
bestaan en de wereld eromheen 
een groot wonder zijn. Dus moet 
ik vragen stellen, die nog niet 
beantwoord zijn of liefst niet te 
beantwoorden lijken. Het 
wonder groeit door het gebrek 
aan doorzicht. Vragen houden 
mij langer bezig dan 
oplossingen, vandaar dat deze in 
een column terecht kunnen 
komen.

"Hoe kan het", zo vroeg ik 
mijzelf, "dat wij mensen niet 
slechts vegeteren, terwijl planten 
en dieren (exclusief mensen dus) 
geen grotere plannen lijken te 
hebben dan slechts te 
overleven? Waarom zoeken wij 
ons evenbeeld in het hogere? 
Waarom zoeken wij het hoger, 
dieper, groter, verder, breder, 
mooier of slimmer? Hoe kunnen 
wij in een wereld met geweld, 
afgunst, haat, angst, leugens, 
ziekte en dood ook ambities 
hebben die verder reiken dan 
alleen warm, droog en gevoed 
zijn? Waarom zijn wij zo 
gelukzalig met de toekomst 
bezig? Waarom willen wij de 
wereld verbeteren? Hoger, 
dieper, groter, verder, mooier of 
slimmer! Wordt de wereld wel 
beter? Het tegengestelde valt 
toch ook uit te leggen? Of is 
verveling onze grootste vijand?" 
Enzovoorts.

Ik rij 1 op 10. Per 10 gereden 
kilometers heb ik 1 
onbeantwoorde vraag: veel is 
nog ondoorgrondelijk, ons 
bestaan een wonder.

Robert Nottrot

COLUMN
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Deep-rooted sentiments? Interesting views? Use forum as your 
discussion platform! Send your articles and letters to bnieuws-bk@tudelft.nl.
React on bnieuws.wordpress.com!
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COLQUHOUN
DESPITE ITS GOOD INTENTIONS, 
THE RECENT ISSUE OF OASE ON 
ALAN COLQUHOUN EXEMPLIFIES 
A CURRENT TREND IN MANY 
SCHOOLS OF ARCHITECTURE OF 
THE DISTORTION OF HISTORY FOR 
THE SAKE OF DIRECT USE, SAYS 
HERMAN VAN BERGEIJK.

Recently the journal of architecture Oase 
published an issue that was dedicated to 
the work of Alan Colquhoun. It is not of-
ten that an architectural magazine pays 
attention to such a singular topic. Oase is 
an independent architectural magazine 
that de facto is strongly linked to the Fa-
culty of Architecture in Delft. We can ask 
ourselves if this issue can be considered 
a programmatic one.
The position of Colquhoun as an archi-
tect, historian, and critic is investigated 
through a series of articles of several au-
thors from different disciplines. Col-
quhoun has influenced the architectural 
debate in the last half century, not so 
much as an architect but as a writer and 
an academic. 
 Through Colquhoun one could 
get an idea of how architectural criticism 
has changed and how this informed his 
work as a teacher on various prestigious 
schools. However, this teaching reputa-
tion is hardly regarded in Oase while 
there his influence was probably mostly 
felt. 
 A weakness of this issue of 
Oase is that the work of Colquhoun is 
presented in a haphazard way. A general 
overview of his architectonic and critical 
production could have provided a better 
point of departure for the published exer-
cises in interpretation. Even if Colquhoun 
is presented as an architect one does 
want to know how vast his oeuvre has 
been. But only some projects are presen-
ted in a very brief manner. 
 The role of Colquhoun as a de-
signer remains unclear. Was he more the 
thinker than the maker? From his intel-
lectual production of articles one would 

think so. The review issue lacks concrete 
information, although it is obvious that it 
wants to present him as a thinking archi-
tect more than an architectural thinker. 
There is also no list of his articles and 
books included in the magazine. One 
would think that such an apparatus is 
the first thing that is fundamental in a 
clear definition of the field in which Col-
quhoun operated. They could have esta-
blished a firm point of departure for pla-
cing the complex figure of Colquhoun 
and shed light on his contemporaries like 
Frampton, Joseph Rykwert and others 
that have so dominated a certain, very 
limited view of history in which taking a 
stand was considered more important 
than collecting and assembling facts. 
 A glance on such a list would 
suggest that if we call Colquhoun a his-
torian, he is certainly an historian of a 
kind that is more interested in interve-
ning in the discussions and using the 
most contemporary tools than someone 
who was capable of dissecting historical 
problems from a more objective conside-
ration. 
 Interest and knowledge were 
strongly intertwined in his approach, 
and in that sense he is truly a contempo-
rary follower of Habermas, in the same 
way that Kenneth Frampton belongs to 
the same kind of ‘historians’ - or Colin 
Rowe for that matter, even if in Rowe the 
close hand architectural analysis has al-
ways been the spark of his writings. In 
the footsteps of Rudolf Wittkower, typo-
logy became for Colquhoun an important 
topic -- but he gave a more abstract, al-
most neoclassical non-iconological me-
aning to it. Hence his take on historicity. 
Sometimes he is more provocative than 
precise and his discussion on a certain 
topic remains general, as in the case of 
the superblock that he considered as ‘a 
fact of the modern capitalist state … 
whose presence is rapidly destroying the 
traditional city’, but he is always in ac-
cordance with his time. 
 It is not a coincidence that 
such historians were so readily em-
braced by architects. They were the 

spokesmen of a postwar generation who 
were searching for new approaches to 
their discipline. The cover photo illus-
trates this: Colquhoun too wears the LC 
glasses and shirt current among his con-
temporary colleagues. 
 This tradition seems to have 
come to an end and has been partly in-
corporated in that which is nowadays 
presented as architectural theory. But 
that is only partly true. There is a gro-
wing interest in the architecture and the 
architectural debate in the seventies and 
eighties. The tradition to which Col-
quhoun belongs is actualized by many of 
the authors. That is maybe the most inte-
resting aspect of this issue. Through Col-
quhoun they present and represent 
themselves and also this School. They 
want to be seen as representatives of a 
certain ‘discourse’ that makes it also un-
derstandable that their interpretations 
are triggered through a very limited and 
partial reading of Colquhoun.
 Overall such publication is in-
teresting. It is rare that the work of such 
a dominant personality not primarily 
known as an architect is discussed. In 
the end the vicissitudes of the architect/
critic/historian remain extraordinary pe-
culiar. Is he like the soccer player who 
comments? Remember that the use and 
purpose of words and language of the 
architectural historian and the architect 
critic is very different. Whereas the one 
wants to dissect and reconstruct, the 
other is interested in its present meaning 
and in his own fascination. Nevertheless, 
with a little help of their other friends this 
issue of Oase could have achieved more 
lasting quality to form a bastion against a 
further distortion of history for the sake 
of direct use as is nowadays propagated 
by the teaching of history in many 
schools of architecture. The piecemeal 
treatment of considered crucial and 
therefor canonic events will beyond any 
doubt produce a further disintegrated 
understanding of the complexity of his-
tory.

Herman van Bergeijk
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WHAT SHOULD THE FSR 
ACHIEVE THIS YEAR?

Marta Meijen, Bsc 6 
Attention should be paid to 
the exams. Very often, the 
exams repeat questions from 
the previous ones, which 
makes them really easy, 
whereas the design projects 
are much more difficult. They 
are not well balanced.

Sjoerd Roest, Bsc 6 
It would be good to have a 
timetable for the courses other 
than ‘my timetable’, because 
the info on it is often incorrect. 
Furthermore, I think there are a 
lot of different websites. Some 
information is on the TU 
website, but there’s another one 
for TOI. It’s really confusing.

Martje Roks, Msc4 DSD
I actually have no idea who 
they are and what they do. So 
maybe it’s a good idea for FSR 
to make themselves more 
visible and accessible for the 
students.

Felipe Aldana, Msc3 Dwelling 
I think FSR should look into 
tutor’s availability at this 
faculty. It is really hard to reach 
some teachers and make an 
appointment with them.

Hwayoung Lee, Msc1 Hybrid 
Building
I’m sorry but I have heard 
nothing about FSR. This is 
something FSR could improve 
this year, maybe by simply 
sending us some information 
and introduce themselves.

Olaf Ijzerman, Bsc 3 
There is nothing I would 
suggest actually. Overall, I am 
really satisfied with everything 
here at the faculty. Jelske Streefkerk, Bsc 6 

I hope that FSR could help 
extend the opening hours of 
the faculty at weekends. Also, 
free coffee for everybody, not 
just for the teachers.

Xinghua Zu, Msc3 Dwelling 
I hope FSR could give students 
more administrative advices. 
Some students and I have 
some problems with the 
elective courses and we 
couldn’t find out which office 
to go to. It causes us a lot of 
time, and we wish the informa-
tion of the administrations 
were more clear.

IN EACH EDITION, WE ASK STUDENTS AND TEACHERS AT TU DELFT 
A QUESTION FOR THEIR OPINIONS. THIS TIME WE ASKED:



Thesis Defence
Urban Renewal and 
Socio-Spatial 
Integration
01.10.2012
Xiaoxi Hui will defend his 
doctoral dissertation ‘Housing, 
Urban Renewal and Socio-Spatial 
Integration’; a study on 
rehabilitating the former 
socialistic public housing areas in 
Beijing.
Aula / Senaatszaal / 12:30
bk.tudelft.nl

PhD Defence
Private Sector-led 
Urban Development 
Projects
02.10.2012
E.W.T.M. Heurkens MSc. will 
defend his doctoral dissertation 
‘Private Sector-led Urban 
Development Projects: 
Management, Partnerships & 
Effects in the Netherlands and 
the UK’.
Aula / Senaatszaal / 12:30
bk.tudelft.nl

Opening
Inauguration of The 
(new) Berlage
02.10.2012
The inauguration of the Berlage 
Center for Advanced Studies in 
Architecture and Urban Design 
(The Berlage) will take place in 
the faculty of Architecture TU 
Delft. You are all invited to join 
this inauguration. 
BK City / Glasshouse East / 
16:30 -18:00 
theberlage.nl

Thesis Defence
Swarm Planning
02.10.2012
Landscape engineer R.E. 
Roggema will defend his doctoral 
dissertation ‘Swarm Planning. 
The Development of a Planning 
Methodology to Deal With 
Climate Adaptation.’ Earlier this 
year, Roggema’s research into 
swarm planning received a 
Rubicon grant from the Dutch 
Scientific Organisation (NWO) 
and financial support from the 
former Dutch ministry of VROM 
(now ministry of I&M).
Aula / Senaatszaal / 15:00
bk.tudelft.nl

Thesis Defence
Architectural 
Contestation
12.10.2012
Merle conducted the research for 
his dissertation at the 
Architecture department of the 
TU Delft faculty of Architecture. 
Prof. S.U. Barbieri is promotor of 
the research; Dr. T.L.P. Avermaete 
is copromotor. 
Aula / Senaatszaal / 10:00
bk.tudelft.nl

Conference
New Urban 
Configurations
16.10.2012 - 19.10.2012
From 16-19 October 2012 the TU 
Delft Faculty of Architecture, in 
collaboration with the European 
Association for Architectural 
Education (EAAE) and the 
International Seminar on Urban 
Form (ISUF) will be organising an 
international conference on the 
built environment, planning, 
geography, sociology and history 
of architecture and urban 
development.
BK City / various locations / 
09:00
newurbanconfigurations.nl

Thesis Defence
Designing Grammar for 
Urban Design
16.10.2012
On 16 October 2012 J.N. Dinis 
Cabral Beirão will defend his 
doctoral dissertation ‘Designing 
grammar for urban design: a gen-
eration model for city induction’.
Aula / Senaatszaal / 12:30
bk.tudelft.nl

WEEK 40

AGENDA
WEEK 41

WEEK 42

Lelé – Architect of 
Health and Happiness 

The Brazilian architect João 
Filgueiras Lima – better known as 
Lelé - combines a keen eye for 
functionality and construction 
with a tireless commitment to 
improving social problems. 

Comments and quotations from 
Lelé himself shed light on his 
personal history. The exhibition 

EXHIBITIONS

Playboy Architecture, 
1953-1979 
29.09.2012 - 13.01.2012
Maastricht

Dutch Design Week 
20.10.2012 - 28.10.2012 
Eindhoven

Impakt Festival 
24.10.2012 - 28.10.2012  
Utrecht
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also takes a close look at the 
hospitals and pedestrian 
walkways and accesses he 
designed to improve access to the 
favelas. The exhibition ends with 
a chronological survey of Lelé’s 
work, which has always been 
fuelled by the desire to create 
happiness and health.

The exhibition is on display from 
13.10.2012 until 10.02.2013 and will 
be officially opened on 26 October 
2012 at the Netherlands 
Architecture Institute in Rotterdam.

Meeting
Interne Vergadering 
OdC
09.10.2012
Overleg vindt plaats in de 
Thinkroom van 10.45 tot 12.45. 
Wil men bij deze overleg 
aanschuiven dan graag 
vantevoren contact opnemen 
met Kristel Aalbers (voorzitter) of 
Peter Teeuw (secretaris). 
Agenda's worden van tevoren op 
de website van de OdC geplaats.
BK City / Thinkroom / 10:45 
-12:45 / RSVP
bk.tudelft.nl

Lecture
The Architecture of the 
Eco House
10.10.2012
On the occasion of the latest 
issue of the periodical DASH 
(‘The Eco House: Typologies of 
Space, Productions and 
Lifestyles’) the chair of 
Architecture and Dwelling of the 
faculty of Architecture TU Delft 
will be organising a lecture 
afternoon about sustainability 
and housing design on 10 
October 2012. In this issue DASH 
is looking for the ideal Eco 
House.
BK City / Glasshouse East / 
13:45 -17:00
bk.tudelft.nl

Lecture
How do you landscape?
11.10.2012
The TU Delft chair of Landscape 
Architecture has invited architect 
Wilfried van Winden (WAM 
Architects) and artist Markus 
Ambach (Markus Ambach 
Projekte) to give a lecture on the 
relationship between ‘Nature and 
‘Culture’ in the everyday practice 
of Landscape Architecture.
BK City / 01.West.550 / 16:00
howdoyoulandscape.nl

Symposium
Herman Hertzberger 80 
years
11.10.2012
On 11 October 2012, the faculty 
of Architecture at TU Delft and 
Architectuurstudio HH will be 
organising the symposium ‘The 
future of Architecture’ to mark 
the occasion of Herman 
Hertzberger's 80th birthday. 
National and international 
speakers will be taking a look at 
the future of a quickly changing 
architectural scene. 
BK City / Room A / 09:00 - 
17:00 / RSVP
symposiumTUDelft@ahh.nl

WEEK 43
Lecture
How do you landscape?
25.10.2012
The TU Delft chair of Landscape 
Architecture has invited professor 
of Human Geography Juval 
Portugali (University of Tel Aviv 
and TU Delft) and professor and 
landscape architect Dirk Sijmons 
(TU Delft and H+N+S Landscape 
Architects) to give a lecture on 
the relationship between ‘Nature 
and ‘Culture’ in the everyday 
practice of Landscape Architec-
ture.
BK City / 01.West.550 / 16:00
howdoyoulandscape.nl

SPOT-

LIGHT!
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